The authors summarise their findings in use of computerised tomography (c. Prior to August, 1981, EMI-5005 scanners were available but were used sporadically because of factors discussed below. In 1981, the GE 8800 CT became available for use and subsequently largely replaced tomography in the evaluation of thoracic lumbar injury and was used frequently in cervical injury. Technical requirements for useful CT were found to be: sagittal and coronal reformatting capability; rapid scanning; thin sections of 1·5 mm for cervical studies and 5 mm for lumbar thoracic studies with overlapping for reformatting; extended bone window; and digital radiographic views. The authors conclude that following plain X-ray films, CT is the radiographic procedure of choice in the evaluation of the vertebral column in spinal cord injury.
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